
 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARING 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 4/DISTRICT 8 
PHOENIX CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

MARCH 28, 2016 
 
City Manager, Ed Zuercher, opened the meeting at 6:06 p.m. by welcoming those in attendance 
and thanking them for coming to the Community Budget Hearing.  He introduced Vice Mayor 
Kate Gallego and Councilwoman Laura Pastor.  Ed Zuercher provided a brief summary of the 
2016-17 Trial Budget and explained the process.  
 
Vice Mayor Kate Gallego thanked those in attendance for their participation, noting she is aware 
of community concerns. 
 
Councilwoman Laura Pastor expressed the importance of listening to concerns of the 
community and thanked the City staff in attendance.  
 

1. Craig Tribken expressed his support for funding services at Central Arizona Shelter 
Service.  Mr. Tribken indicated that Option 1 from the budget options should be taken 
into consideration.  
 

2. Walt Gray indicated custodial workers should be regular employees rather than contract 
staff.  He added employees should not have their pay restored since he believes 
everyone needs to take a cut. He noted the City should avoid a secondary property tax 
increase.  Mr. Gray added he does not think there needs to be an increase in sales or 
food tax since it hurts the lower class. Lastly, he stated the City should utilize a four-
wheeler on North Mountain in order to decrease the costs. 

 
3. Bill Sheppard spoke in support of the arts. He talked about public arts and Friends of 

Phoenix Public Art project he is part of, which has a goal to raise $75,000. 
 

4. Joseph Benesh spoke in support the art funding. Mr. Benesh indicated supporting the 
arts creates jobs.  He added as a taxpayer and homeowner of District 8, he approved an 
increase in the property tax rate. 

 
5. Tom VanDorn spoke in support of restoring pay concessions to public safety personnel.  

 
6. Steve Beuerlein spoke in favor of the increase in increasing the property tax rate. He 

added he supported restoring 4.2% in pay concessions for public safety personnel. He 
added Phoenix has seen an increase in calls and a decrease in firefighters. 

  
7. Raul Daniels spoke in support of services for youth, especially special needs youth 

services that have been cut. 
 

8. Greta Rogers spoke is in favor of the increase in property tax rate. She stated the City 
needs to raise employee salaries, bring public safety to full compensation and improve 
streets. She indicated that the non-essential services should be delayed. 

 
9. Benny Butt submitted a card in support of restoring pay concessions for firefighter and 

police personnel. 
 



10. P.J. Dean submitted a card in support of restoring pay concessions for firefighter and 
police personnel. 

 
11. Victoria Arora spoke in support of increased funding for the arts. 

 
12. Abraham James spoke in support of funding libraries and art programs. 

 
13. Ken Crane spoke in support of restoring pay concessions to public safety personnel.  

 
14. Jason Stokes spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate and restoring 

concessions for all employees.  
 

15. Destiny Galindo spoke in support of creating a community garden and youth programs. 
 

16. Angela Galindo submitted a card in support of youth programs, jobs, neighborhood 
revitalization and increased police patrols. 

 
17. Kathryn Leonard spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate. She also discussed 

historic preservation funding and the benefits it provides to the community as a whole. 
 

18. Kevin Kottmer spoke in support of restoring pay concessions to public safety personnel. 
 

19. Ana Armendarez submitted a card in support of supporting park and recreation and 
youth services.  She indicated she is in favor of increasing the property tax rate to 
protect and promote resident’s interests. 

 
Mr. Zuercher, Vice Mayor Kate Gallego and Councilwoman Laura Pastor thanked everyone 
for attending and closed the hearing at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann-Marie Branicz 
Budget Analyst II 
 
 

 



 
 
 

SUMMARY MINUTES 
COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 

CITYWIDE 
MARYVALE COMMUNITY CENTER 

MARCH 29, 2016, 6:00 PM 
 
 
 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the hearing at 6:10 p.m. by welcoming those in attendance 
to the community budget hearing.  
 
Councilman Daniel Valenzuela thanked Mr. Zuercher for his leadership and thanked city staff.  
He explained the importance of the hearings which provide the City Council an opportunity to 
receive feedback from residents about the proposed trial budget.  He thanked the audience for 
their participation.  
 
Mr. Zuercher gave a brief summary of the proposed 2016-17 budget and presented a video 
describing the process in more detail.   
 
Following the presentation, Councilman Valenzuela introduced Councilwoman Laura Pastor and 
Councilman Michael Nowakowski.  
 
Councilwoman Pastor welcomed everyone.  She asked staff to provide the video in Spanish in 
the future at the bilingual hearing.  
 
Councilman Nowakowski asked the audience to provide input on the needs of the city and how 
to achieve them.  
 
Mr. Zuercher opened the hearing to public comments.  
 

1. Claudia Coronado spoke in favor of increasing funding for youth services such as 
community centers with after school activities. 

2. Angela Vera expressed support for public safety funding, adding she would like to see 
overall funding be more balanced with other services such as funding for youth 
services. She added she would also like to see the city hold more bilingual public 
meetings.  

Councilman Nowakowski noted the City began hosting a bilingual budget hearing 
seven years ago, adding he agreed there is a need for more bilingual meetings.  

3. Dolores Rios-Herrera requested the city focus on fixings streets which are in need of 
major repair and expressed support for a municipal identification card. 

4. Armida Hernandez submitted a card in support of the Wake Up program at Estrella 
Middle school.  

5. Maria Eladia Carlos submitted a card in support of the Wake Up program at Estrella 
Middle school.  



6. Greta Rogers spoke in favor of raising the property tax rate to keep the city thriving. 
She also recommended increasing the salaries of city employees, fully staffing the 
Fire and Police departments, and fixing city streets.  

7. Richard Rea spoke in favor of option 1 in the proposed budget which increases 
employee salaries and raises the property tax rate. 

8. Dwight Amery spoke in favor of option 1 in the proposed budget which increases 
funding for youth services, economic development, job training, and police services. 

9. Elizabeth Santillan spoke in favor of increased funding for public safety employees.   

10. Patrick Cantelme spoke in favor of full restorations of benefits paid to public safety 
employees.  

11. Raul Daniels spoke in favor of increased funding for youth and teens.   

12. Steve Beuerlein spoke in support of increasing the property tax rate and restoration of 
benefits to public safety employees.  

13. P.J. Dean spoke in support of increasing the property tax rate and restoring benefits 
to city employees.  

14. Alejandra Gomez expressed concern that the county and state are not representing 
the needs of the community’s voting rights and asked the city to be a leader, ensuring 
all registered voters have the same opportunities.  

15. Tomas Robles expressed concern that the county and state are not representing the 
needs of the community’s voting rights and asked the city to be a leader, ensuring all 
registered voters have the same opportunities.  

16. Rosalinda Vergara expressed concerned that the county and state are not 
representing the needs of the community’s voting rights and asked the city to be a 
leader, ensuring all registered voters have the same opportunities.  

17. Tracey Corenman expressed concern that the county and state are not representing 
the needs of the community’s voting rights and asked the city to be a leader, ensuring 
all registered voters have the same opportunities.  

18. Ian Danley expressed concerned that the county and state are not representing the 
needs of the community’s voting rights and asked the city to be a leader, ensuring all 
registered voters have the same opportunities.  

19. Lawrence Robinson expressed concerned that the county and state are not 
representing the needs of the community’s voting rights and asked the city to be a 
leader, ensuring all registered voters have the same opportunities.  

20. Brigitte Jordan spoke in favor of public art programs and requested the continuation of 
funding for cultural arts programs.  

21. Kathy Stillman spoke in favor of hiring additional sworn public safety employees.  



22. Marie Whitecottton submitted card in favor of fully restoring city employee salaries 
and benefits.  

23. Walt Gray proposed restoring custodial workers as city employees rather than 
contract employees over a three year period. 

24. Craig Tribken spoke in favor of increasing revenue and funding for Central Arizona 
Shelter Services which provides services to the homeless.  

25. Auria Cubas spoke in support of maintaining senior centers and library hours.  

26. Herlinda Cubas spoke in support of maintaining senior centers and requested daytime 
hearings.    

27. Angela Galindo spoke in support of programs in the Parks and Recreation 
Department and increased funding for youth enrichment and neighborhood 
revitalization. 

28. Rachel Johnson spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate and additional 
funding for arts and culture programs.  

29. Erlinda Patterson spoke in favor of increasing the number of police officers patrolling 
the streets and increasing the number of street lights so they are not so dark at night.   

30. Suzanne Thraen spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate in order to pay for 
city services; enforcing the landlord registration ordinance; and support for first 
responders.  

31. Andrea McCoy spoke in favor of the property tax rate increase and restoring salaries 
to city employees.  

32. Evelyn Shapiro spoke in favor of additional public transportation and increasing the 
property tax rate to pay for it.  

33. Yenni Sanchez spoke in support of maintaining the budget because it has a negative 
impact to the entire community not just particular areas.  

34. Marshall Pimentel spoke in favor of restoring employee concessions and increasing 
the property tax rate.  

35. Bill Scheel spoke in support of maintaining historic preservation funding and explained 
that a variety of programs makes a great city, including arts and culture.  

36. Viridiana Hernandez submitted a card recommending public safety funds to be re-
directed or expanded to meet other needs in the community.  

37. William Bakehouse spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate and restoring city 
employee concessions.  

38. Rosa Pastrana spoke in favor of increasing services to help the homeless, cleaning 
streets and alleys, and lowering police response times. 

39. Omar Meneses submitted a card recommending the city invest in street lights, fixing 
the streets, youth programs, and park maintenance.  



40. Fredi Huerta submitted a card requesting an increase in funding for at risk youth and 
speed bumps to reduce traffic accidents.  

41. Lizet Meneses submitted a card recommending the city invest in street lights, fixing 
the streets, youth programs, park maintenance, and programs where police interact 
with the community.  

42. Margie Faulkner submitted a card in favor of increasing signs to slow traffic in 
neighborhoods, increase patrol to address speeding and fix potholes in the street. 

43. Daniel Warren submitted a card in favor of increasing the property tax rate and 
restoring employee concessions.  

44. Ivonne Romo submitted a card advocating for increasing street lights, fixing streets 
and more education funding.    

 
Councilman Valenzuela thanked everyone for attending the meeting and thanked former 
Councilman Craig Tribken for his continued support of the city.  
 
Councilwoman Pastor thanked everyone for attending and assured the audience she is taking 
all the input into consideration.  
 
Councilman Nowakowski thanked everyone for attending and promised he would continue to 
support public safety, the expansion of light rail into Maryvale and street repairs.  
 
Mr. Zuercher closed the hearing at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mayra Z. Baquera 
Management Assistant II 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

VOICEMAIL, ELECTRONIC, AND WRITTEN BUDGET COMMENTS  
Responded to through April 6, 2016 

 
 

 
1. Maria Rodrigues sent an email in support of additional services for the Laveen area 

including a new or updated park that can accommodate special needs children, a 
swimming facility, more police officers and body cameras for officers. 

 
2. Patience Wilcox-Arteaga sent an email in support of funding Central Arizona Shelter 

Services. 
 

3. Debra Nieminski sent an email in support of restoring the 4.2% concessions to public safety 
personnel. 

 
4. Dave and Roma sent an email in support of restoring employees’ compensation. 

 
5. Carey Avery sent an email in support of budget option 1.  He added he is particularly 

interested in funding for the arts, parks and libraries. 
 

6. Mary Jane Melrose sent an email in support of increased library funding, especially to offer 
resources to low income youth and families. 

 
7. Erika Lankton sent an email in support of increased library funding and supporting 

collections, especially at Burton Barr, that do not exist elsewhere. 
 

8. Lauren Cercone sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries, noting libraries 
are sources of knowledge, opportunity and connection for residents in Phoenix. 

 
9. Mary Ann Maher sent an email stating libraries are a foundation of democracy and lifelong 

learning.  She asked that libraries be made a priority. 
 

10. MaryLu Metz sent an email in support of library services and the need for expanded 
services. 

 
11. Mary Vandeveire sent an email in support of increased hours at libraries. 

 
12. Sandra Frost sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries. 

 
13. Judy Rheaume sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries 

 
14. Peggy Magliocco sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries and library 

hours. 
 

15. Liz Hernandez sent an email in support of increased funding and hours for libraries. 
 

16. Valerie Smith sent an email in support of increased library funding and hours. 
 

17. Harvey Wood sent an email in support of increased library funding and hours. 
 

18. Denise Beighe sent an email in support of increased library funding and hours. 



 
19. Peggy Redding sent an email in support of increased library funding and hours. 

 
20. Tiffanny Rauch sent an email in support of increased library funding, hours and materials  

 
21. Richard Cousins sent an email in support of additional library services including additional 

hours and materials. 
 

22. Linda Simpson sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries, adding it would 
be useful for all libraries to be open every day. 

 
23. Michelle Auffant sent an email in support of all library branches being open every day. 

 
24. Dan Sullivan sent an email in support of increased library funding and having branches 

open every day. 
 

25. Rosanna Westby sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries and opening all 
branches every day. 
 

26. Peter Krocek sent an email in support of increased funding for libraries and opening all 
branches every day. 

 
27. Susan Michelson sent an email in support of increased library funding so that the library is 

open to everyone every day of the week. 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Julie Flaskerud 
Management Assistant 
 
 



SUMMARY MINUTES 
COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARING 

CITYWIDE 
PILGRIM’S REST BAPTIST CHURCH 

APRIL 4, 2016 
 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the community budget hearing at 6:05 p.m. by 
welcoming those in attendance.  He introduced Mayor Greg Stanton who thanked 
everyone for attending.  He recognized various community organizations responsible for 
bringing the hearing to Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist Church.   
 
Mayor Stanton described the city’s extensive community budget hearing process and 
noting public comments are very important in shaping the proposed budget. 
 
He commended Budget and Research (B&R) Director Jeff Barton for his work.  He 
thanked other city employees for being available at the meeting for questions.  Mayor 
Stanton introduced Councilman Michael Nowakowski.  Councilman Nowakowski asked 
the community present their wants and needs. 
 
Mayor Stanton introduced Bishop Alexis Thomas and Vice Mayor Kate Gallego.  Bishop 
Thomas said he was grateful for the opportunity to gather to review critical issues.  Vice 
Mayor Gallego thanked the Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist Church community for hosting the 
hearing.   
 
Mr. Zuercher recognized former City Councilman Calvin Goode and former Councilman 
Craig Tribken who were in attendance.  
 
Mr. Zuercher stated summary information is in the Budget Summary Tabloid booklet, 
and detailed budget information could be found on online at phoenix.gov/budget.  He 
introduced the video which described the process and proposed budget options.  
Following the presentation, he opened the hearing to public comments. 
 

1. Scott Sefranka spoke in favor of restoring compensation by 4.2% for Police 
and Fire employees. 

 
2. Angela Andrews spoke in favor of restoring compensation for Police and Fire 

employees.   
 

3. Cynthia Peters spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate to support 
parks and recreation programs. 

 
4. Donna Reiner spoke in favor of the proposed partial restoration of arts grants 

funding.  She also spoke in favor of not eliminating arts and culture funding 
for property management services for cultural facilities.  She asked for 
increased funds to maintain public art.  Ms. Reiner stated she was willing to 
pay increased property taxes for these services. 

 
 
 



5. Greta Rogers spoke in favor of increasing the tax rate, fully restoring 
employee compensation, restoring public safety compensation, and 
increased funding for street improvements. 

 
6. David Ware asked how to get paving for streets in his neighborhood. 

 
Mayor Stanton stated the recently passed Proposition 104 will include street 
repaving and maintenance.  Mayor Stanton asked Street Transportation 
Department staff to follow-up with Mr. Ware.   

 
7. Carolyn Chatman spoke in favor of the Trial Budget, proposed property tax 

rate increases, and preserving city services and programs.  She stated 
investing in the city workforce, youth and seniors, and infrastructure is 
directly related to the city’s quality of life and preserving the middle class.  
Ms. Chatman suggested the city pursue additional grants and high quality 
jobs and collaborate with private partners and resident volunteers. 

 
8. Gail Knight spoke in favor of proposed property tax rate increases to 

preserve funding for public safety, youth and senior programs, and restoring 
employee compensation.   

 
9. Theresa Stewart-Bouhdade spoke in favor of increased funding for street 

maintenance and improved street lighting. 
 

10. Councilman Craig Tribken spoke in favor of option 1 and preserving funding 
for Central Arizona Shelter Services and services for people who are 
homeless.  He recognized Mayor Stanton on his leadership on these issues.  

 
11. Liz Alexander spoke in favor of increased taxes to improve the community 

and proposed new funding for a police body camera program.   
 

12. Herlinda Cubas spoke in favor of maintaining senior center operations and 
youth programs.  Ms. Cubas suggested applying for more grants for youth 
and senior programs and commended senior center staff.   

 
13. Auria Cubas requested adding a hearing for seniors in the daytime.  Mayor 

Stanton stated that an additional hearing may be possible. 
 

14. Carole Coles Henry spoke in favor of increased taxes that would combine 
options 1 and 2 and funding for police body cameras.  She also spoke in 
support of maintaining funding for youth employment, youth and senior 
programs, Kool Kids Swim program, street lights, bus shelters, street paving, 
equal opportunity programs, and a storm sewers and a drainage study along 
Baseline Road.   
 
 
 
 

 



Mr. Zuercher thanked Ms. Coles Henry for her service on the Community 
Police Trust Initiative.  He stated the Kool Kids Swim program is still 
available, and the city has committed extra resources to deal with floods.  He 
urged residents to contact the Maricopa County Flood Control District as 
flood control is their primary focus. 

 
15. Councilman Calvin Goode spoke in favor of more affordable housing as new 

developments come online, continued funding for summer youth 
employment, and increased food and property taxes.  He asked the City 
consider that some residents do not have transportation to distant budget 
hearings that cover multiple Council districts. 

 
16. LaJuane Pleasant expressed concern about the ordinance that requires 

homeowners to be responsible for maintaining alleyways and stated she 
tried to contact the City for assistance on her notice of violation.  She spoke 
in favor of preserving the Cloves Campbell Afterschool program and asked 
how the proposed reductions will affect Phoenix Afterschool Programs.  She 
stated afterschool programs are needed by parents, and suggested involving 
people who are incarcerated to maintain the alleyways.  She expressed 
concern about the lack of polling places during the recent election. 

 
Mayor Stanton stated the closure of some Phoenix Afterschool Programs will 
depend on which option is approved by Council.  He stated that Maricopa 
County was responsible for the limited number of polling places during 
recent elections, adding he sent letter to the Department of Justice to 
investigate any possible Voting Act violations. 

 
He also confirmed owners are required to maintain their property 50% into 
the alleyway and asked Neighborhood Services staff to follow-up with Ms. 
Pleasant. 

 

17. Jason Stokes spoke in favor of property tax increases and full restoration of 
employee compensation. 

 
18. Onesimus Strachan suggested the City partner with private companies to 

find a more cost efficient option for police body cameras and to focus funding 
more on filling vacancies and hiring good police officer candidates.  He 
suggested cameras should be implemented first in high crime areas. 

 
Mayor Stanton stated he is committed to ensuring police officers obtain body 
cameras as soon as possible, and a Request for Proposals will be issued.  
He added the real cost is in the data management. 

 
19. Joanne Scott Woods spoke in favor of full deployment of police body 

cameras, funding for a police employee assistance and early intervention 
program similar to the city of Seattle’s program, police dash cameras, a 
justice banner for fallen residents, and a Police Civil Review Board. 

 
 



Mayor Stanton concurred with the importance of supporting the mental 
health of police officers and stated Chief Yahner has been making efforts to 
address those issues.  He acknowledged former Councilmember Michael 
Johnson in the audience. 

 
20. Bill Whitaker spoke in favor of increased the property tax rate and fully 

restoring employee compensation. 
 

21. Will Buividas spoke in favor of restoring employee compensation.  He stated 
it has been a challenge recruiting more officers in light of compensation cuts.  
He also commended Mr. Zuercher as Phoenix’s City Manager. 

 
22. Councilmember Michael Johnson spoke in favor of increased property taxes, 

restoring employee compensation, funding for summer youth employment 
and the Head Start program, and increased public safety hiring.  He said 
property taxes and bonds fund the development of parks, libraries, museums 
and senior centers.  He stated the City is facing the current budget situation 
due to the repeal of the emergency food tax.  

 
23. Teniqua Broughton spoke in favor of the proposed partial restoration of 

funding for arts grants and options 1 or 2.  She added arts is an economic 
development generator and affects numerous residents. 

 
24. Katia Brown spoke in favor of maintaining funding for the Central Arizona 

Shelter Services. 
 

25. Alan Warrick spoke in favor of considering the installation of 
photoluminescent materials for high rise stairwells. 

 
26. State Representative Cloves Campbell, Jr. spoke in favor of funding adult 

food programs and reviewing assistance given to businesses so they pay 
their fair share to the community.  He suggested encouraging businesses to 
increase support for youth and senior programs.   

 
27. Charlene Tarver spoke in favor of increased property taxes; a sustainable 

revenue generation strategy; increased police training for deceleration of 
force, inclusion, and diversity sensitivity;  police mental health programs; 
reduced brutality and profiling; and increased engagement of the community.  
She stated the budget should not be balanced by reducing programs for 
youth and seniors.  She requested the City to reach out to the community 
again before any reductions are made if reductions are approved. 

 
28. Bishop Alexis Thomas commended the Mayor, Council and Mr. Zuercher for 

all their work.  He shared he is a product of the City’s Parks and Recreation 
Youth programs.  He spoke in favor of keeping maintaining park and 
recreation centers and programs to foster youth development.  He requested 
the City provide a briefing to the community before final budget decisions are 
made. 

 



29. Heather Powell submitted a card in favor of restoring full compensation for 
firefighters. 

 
30. Velma Harris Miller submitted a card to request information and assistance 

with starting a business in the city.   
 

31. Shawn Mros submitted a card in favor of restoring public safety 
compensation to pre-recession levels.  

 
32. James Coburn submitted a card in favor of increased police night patrols to 

identify malfunctioning street lights to reduce crime and accidents.  
 

33. Andrea Weeks Hardin submitted a card in favor of funding to complete the 
renovations at the George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center. 

 
34. D. Smith submitted a card in favor of widening and improving city streets.   

 
35. Lucy Howard submitted a card in favor of implementing a food tax to support 

youth education and schools and police body cameras.  
 

36. Karl Gentles submitted a card in favor of funding for public safety, police 
body cameras, and implementing an excise tax on discretionary items such 
as cigarettes, gas, restaurants, and liquor.   

 
37. Carla Gentles submitted a card in favor of funding for the Coronado Historic 

District and paving Granada Road at 7th Street. 
 

38. John Dean submitted a card in favor of a 4.2% restoration of compensation 
for public safety employees. 

 
 
Mayor Stanton thanked the Coalition for 100 Black Women for co-hosting the meeting.  
Councilman Nowakowski thanked Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist Church for co-hosting the 
meeting.  He expressed appreciation for hearing various Phoenix stories and spoke in 
favor of responsibly restoring employee compensation.   
 
Mayor Stanton closed the hearing at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Genevieve K. Siri 
Management Assistant II 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARING 
COUNCIL DISTRICTS 2 AND 3 

PARADISE VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER 
APRIL 5, 2016 

 
 
Deputy City Manager Mario Paniagua opened the meeting by welcoming those in 
attendance and thanking them for coming to the community budget hearing. Mr. 
Paniagua introduced Councilmen Bill Gates and Jim Waring who both welcomed and 
thanked those in attendance for participating in the hearing. 
 
Deputy City Manager Mario Paniagua presented the video overview of the proposed 
budget.  Following the presentation, Mr. Paniagua opened the hearing to public 
comments. 
 

1. Auria Cubas spoke in support of keeping the senior centers open and supports 
programs for seniors. 

 
2. Herlinda Cubas spoke in support of keeping all the senior centers open.  She 

inquired about which centers would close and how they would be chosen.  Ms. 
Cubas also recommended that at least one community budget hearing be held 
during the day to accommodate seniors.  
 
Deputy City Manager, Mario Paniagua stated that both attendance and location 
would be reviewed before specific centers would be selected for closure.   
 

3. Brandon Glenn spoke in support of restoring public safety wages. 
 

4. Dave Dodson spoke in support of keeping all senior centers open, particularly 
Shadow Mountain.  
 

5. Candice Fremouw spoke in support of auditing of proposition 301 expenditures.  
Ms. Fremouw stated more funding should go towards neighborhoods, like block 
watch programs versus the Police Department. 
 

6. Marcus Steel spoke in support of restoring employee wages. 
 

7. Louis Howley spoke in support of keeping libraries open. 
 

8. Franklin Marino spoke in support of restoring concessions for public safety. 
 

9. Jeff Gunter spoke in opposition to additional increase in taxes.   
 

10. Goldie Cohen did not wish to speak but submitted a comment card about streets 
needing repairs especially on Union Hills Drive, east of Cave Creek Road. 
 



11. Jason Stokes spoke in support of a property tax increase and restoration of 
employee compensation. 
 

12. Mark Holleran spoke in favor of funding for Central Arizona Shelter Services. 
 

13. Roger Peck spoke in favor of increasing the property tax to continue and expand 
parks and recreation activities.  Mr. Peck also supports the restoration of 
employee wages, the water rate increase, and repayment of Phoenix Parks and 
Preserves Initiative funds for golf debt. 
 

14. Nancy Perlic spoke in favor of keeping the senior centers open, especially 
Shadow Mountain.  Ms. Perlic also spoke in support of raising community center 
and senior center annual dues and paying a minimal charge for lunch.  Ms. Perlic 
also recommended increasing temperatures and reducing lighting at these 
centers to save money. 
 

15. Margaret Bell spoke in favor of keeping the Paradise Valley Community Center 
open and supports increasing center dues. 
 

16. Marian Walters submitted a comment card but did not wish to speak.  Ms. 
Walters supports funding for the Paradise Valley Community Center. 
 

17. Louisa Ward spoke in favor of keeping senior centers open and funding for ADA 
taxi shuttle services. 
 

18. Gloria Padalino submitted a comment card but did not wish to speak.  Ms. 
Padalino supports funding for libraries. 
 

19. Amanda Servin spoke in support of funding for Chrysalis domestic violence 
shelter. 
 

20. Ellen Milner spoke in favor of not raising taxes. 
 

21. Bryant Johnston submitted a comment card supporting the restoration of public 
safety concessions. 
 

22. Harold Michelson submitted a comment card in favor of increasing the property 
tax and funding for libraries. 
 

23. Odette Calvin spoke in favor of funding for all senior centers. 
 

24. Michael Lorene spoke in favor of increasing property taxes and a full restoration 
of wages for Police and Fire. 
 

25. Ken Crane spoke in favor of increasing the property tax to maintain and expand 
City services and to restore concessions for all city employees. 
 

26. Trevor Tyree submitted a comment card supporting full restoration of wages and 
benefits to City of Phoenix employees. 



 
27. Judy Guilds spoke in favor of funding for the Office of Arts and Culture. 

 
28. Jim Mapstead spoke in support of a property tax increase to maintain the City’s 

credit rating, current programs, pension expenses, and restoration of employee 
wages.  Mr. Mapstead also spoke about achieving long term solutions versus 
short term fixes. 
 

29. C. Vickers spoke about the recent transportation tax to fund streets and light rail.  
Mr. Vickers stated the current tax has not expired and the new tax was 
implemented and spending should be lean.  Mr. Vickers also stated that senior 
centers are not the most important item in the budget. 
 

30. Joseph Benesh spoke in favor of funding for the arts. 
 

31. Wes Harris spoke in favor of zero based budgeting and no tax increase. Mr. 
Harris stated City services are a privilege.  Mr. Harris further stated he does 
support City services and residents should be willing to pay something for those 
services.  
 

32. Arlene Glonek submitted a comment card in favor of keeping senior center open 
and increasing fees.  Ms. Glonek stated non-state residents should be charged 
more for services and city managers should not be retiring in their early 50’s and 
getting $200,000-$300,000 in compensation per year plus DROP payments.  Ms. 
Glonek felt smaller pensions were o.k., adding big pension payments will 
bankrupt the city. 
 

33. Kay Schnizlein submitted a comment card in favor of funding for senior centers, 
sports, and youth centers.  She is in favor of restoring police and fire cuts and 
funding for the libraries.  
 

34. Pauline Sluke submitted a letter supporting the funding for senior centers. 
 

35. Dave Stoller submitted a letter in support of funding for the Paradise Valley 
Community Center.  Mr. Stoller also supported funding for all senior centers. 

 
A petition with signatures in support of keeping the Paradise Valley Community Center 
open was submitted to Councilman Jim Waring.   
 
Deputy City Manager Mario Paniagua thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
hearing at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Robustelli 
Management Assistant II 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARING 
DISTRICTS 7 AND 8 

CESAR CHAVEZ HIGH SCHOOL 
APRIL 5, 2016 

 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the community budget hearing at 6:15 p.m. by 
welcoming those in attendance.  He introduced Councilman Michael Nowakowski. 
 
Councilman Nowakowski asked attendees to state their wants and needs for the 
community and how their priorities should be funded.   
 
Vice Mayor Kate Gallego recognized volunteers in the area.  She presented a 
PowerPoint presentation which covered updates on the Laveen area, adding that many 
area improvements were a result of public comments.  
 
Mr. Zuercher stated summary information is in the Budget Summary Tabloid booklet, 
and detailed budget information could be found on online at phoenix.gov/budget.  He 
encouraged attendees to fill out a speaker card to comment on the proposed budget.  
He introduced the overview video describing the process and proposed budget options.   
 
Following the presentation, he opened the hearing to public comments. 
 

1. John Mockus spoke in favor of funding police services such as more 
Community Action Officers.  He suggested the city work with schools to open 
school playgrounds to address the lack of playgrounds and community 
centers in the area. 
 

2. Bobbie McLeod spoke in favor of maintaining senior centers and programs 
that serve Laveen seniors.  Ms. McLeod also spoke in favor of increasing 
police officers in Laveen and encouraging more high quality retail and 
restaurants to locate in Laveen. She expressed concern about the quality of 
food and eating utensils at senior centers; congested roadways in Laveen, 
especially along Southern Avenue; incentives for downtown developers; and 
the lack of a safe pedestrian crossing at Baseline Road to Betty Fairfax High 
School.   
 
Councilman Nowakowski asked which senior center she attended.  Ms. 
McCleod stated the center is located at Buckeye and 7th Avenue.   
 
Vice Mayor Gallego stated Phoenix is one of the few cities that provide senior 
meals and she stated staff will look into making improvements. 
 

3. Isaac Serna spoke in favor of funding for parks and recreation programs in 
Laveen which he said helps youth and seniors. 
 

4. Rick Naimark spoke in favor of option 1 to increase revenues and restore 
services.  He suggested increasing the property tax rate by more than 35 



cents so the City could complete the 2006 Bond program to develop more 
facilities.  He also spoke in favor of increased funds to maintain public art.  He 
thanked the Mayor, Council and staff for their stewardship. 
 

5.  Linda Abegg spoke in favor of increasing taxes if doing so would provide more 
services in Laveen such as more police officers, parks and recreation services 
and community centers for dance and other classes. 
 

6. Linda Cannon spoke in favor of annually increasing funding for library services 
to resume operating daily with a full schedule, especially in Laveen because 
she said there are few activities for youth and families.  She also spoke in 
favor of option 1 and funding for afterschool programs at Cesar Chavez Park.  
She stated she was not in favor of option 2. 
 

7. Gary Ensminger spoke in favor of proposed restoration of compensation for 
employees but only based on available city funding.  He also expressed 
concerns about weeds in the median in the Laveen area.  
 

8. Karen (last name not provided) stated the presentation appeared to persuade 
residents to support increased taxes.  She asked the Council to consider that 
seniors are on fixed incomes and spoke in favor of reductions. 
 

9. Raul Daniels spoke in favor of reinstating the nationally-acclaimed City Streets 
program in Laveen and Maryvale, conducting forums for disconnected teens 
who are out of school and out of work, and partnering with Cesar Chavez High 
School to reinstate an afterschool program.  He stated teen programs are 
needed as crime prevention tools and will help reduce Phoenix’s high 
numbers of disconnected youth.  He also spoke in favor of creating 
partnerships with the business community to address these issues. 
 
Councilman Nowakowski asked for the cost of the City Streets program.   
Mr. Daniels stated the cost would be about $200,000 for staff, supplies and 
contractual services. 
 

10. Monica Maldonado spoke in favor of option 1 and increasing funding for more 
police officers in Laveen to increase response times.   
 

11.  Courtney Sullivan spoke in favor of increased revenue options and not 
reducing funding for youth and afterschool programs. 
 

12.   Tony Berastegui spoke in favor of revenue options if new revenues would 
bring more city resources to Laveen.  He also spoke in favor of funding for 
more police officers in Laveen which he stated is more important than funding 
body cameras.  He expressed support for preserving city-sponsored swim and 
dive teams, youth programs, and graffiti abatement. 
 

13. Emilio Rivera spoke in favor of restoring public safety employee 
compensation. 
 



14. Carmen Arias spoke in favor of option 1 and preserving funding for senior and 
shelter programs.  She also expressed support for restoring employee 
compensation.  Ms. Arias stated she did not support option 2, and thanked the 
Council for making investments in South Phoenix. 
 

15. Janet Traylor spoke in favor of preserving funding for arts and culture 
programs and the proposed partial restoration of arts grants funding. 
 

16. Greta Rogers spoke in favor of option 1, full restoration of employee 
compensation, and funding for street improvements and repairs.  She 
expressed support for increasing the city’s secondary property tax rate by 
$1.00. 
 

17.  Manuel Burboa spoke in favor of holding a separate discussion about 
incorporating Laveen as a separate municipality. 
 

18. Wendy Ensminger thanked Vice Mayor Gallego for the opportunity to provide 
public comments.  She stated each year, Laveen is falling behind in receiving 
its share of city resources. 
 

19.   Claudine Reifschneider spoke in favor of funding a community center in 
Laveen for youth and seniors and more police officers in Laveen over police 
body cameras.  She suggested the city work with local schools to open their 
facilities to hold indoor, air-conditioned summer youth and senior activities.  
She stated facilities are needed to address juvenile boredom and delinquency, 
and said that Laveen needs more than a dog park, soccer fields, and a non-air 
conditioned amphitheater.   
 

20. Jennifer Rouse spoke in favor of option 1, restoring public safety 
compensation, and funding more youth programs and a community center.  
She expressed support for a tax increase but wants investments to be made 
in Laveen.   
 

21. Stephanie Hurd spoke in favor of options 1 and 2 and more funding for parks, 
bike paths, and horse paths along Dobbins Road.  She thanked the Council 
for improvements to Cesar Chavez Park and suggested encouraging 
developers to provide activities for youth. 
 

22. Sue Clore submitted a card in favor of funding for library and parks and 
recreation programs. 
 

23. Francisco Jauregui submitted a card in favor of extending 23rd Avenue at 
Southern Avenue since he said trash is accumulating in that area. 
 
Vice Mayor Gallego asked Street Transportation Department staff to followup 
with Mr. Jauregui. 
 

24. A card was submitted asking when Baseline Road improvements would take 
place.   



Vice Mayor Gallego stated some improvements would take place this year. 
 

25.  Muriel Smith submitted a card in favor of option 1. 
 

26. Lindsay Bateman submitted a card in favor of developing an undeveloped 
park at 47th Avenue and Alta Vista.  She stated residents have been waiting 
for over 10 years for its development. 
 

27. Brian Rudocker submitted a card in favor of increased funding for more police 
officers to address crime, safety, traffic flows and increased patrols in Laveen. 
 

28. Clyde Miller submitted a card in favor of funding for youth, senior, 
transportation, veterans, housing, unemployment, and health care programs. 
 

29. Patty Lopez-Vejar submitted a card in favor of option 1; preserving Phoenix 
Afterschool programs; and extending library, parks and street programs. 
 

30. Amber (last name not provided) submitted a card in favor of encouraging 
more high quality, non-fast food restaurants to locate in the Laveen area. 
 

31.  Jess Mayer submitted a card in favor of discontinuing furloughs and unpaid 
holidays for city employees. 
 

32. Gina Cernohous submitted a card expressing concern about traffic along 
Dobbins Avenue and the potential traffic impact of the new freeway.   
Ms. Cernohous’ card did not express support for a large tax increase, and 
requested a discussion on dollar amounts rather than showing a 35 cent tax 
rate. 
 

33. Julie Dunlap submitted a card in favor of a Laveen police precinct, increased 
police presence, increased graffiti prevention and consequences, increased 
youth sports and preserving existing city services. 
 

34. Jacqueline Vidrio submitted a card in favor of option 1, eliminating furlough 
days, and more recreation programs. 
 

35. Marisel Schweitzer submitted a card in favor of not cutting the Phoenix 
Afterschool program at the Creighton School District.  She stated this 
elimination will severely impact youth and families in the district. 
 

36. Margaret Shalley submitted a card in favor of increasing taxes and fees 
necessary to support public safety, expansion of City services and programs, 
and restoring employee compensation. 
 

37. Nicolas Rouse submitted a card in favor of option 1, restoration of public 
safety compensation, and funding for youth programs.   
 
 
 



38. Fern Ward submitted a card thanking Vice Mayor Gallego and Councilman 
Nowakowski for supporting 500 ballplayers, restoring police compensation, 
and working with schools to open its facilities for youth activities. 
 

 
Vice Mayor Gallego thanked residents for attending.   
 
Councilman Nowakowski stated more rooftops are needed in Laveen for development 
to grow and expressed appreciation for hearing various Laveen stories.  He spoke in 
favor of restoring employee compensation and directing more resources to Laveen.   
 
Councilman Nowakowski closed the hearing at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Genevieve K. Siri 
Management Assistant II 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARING 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 1/DISTRICT 5 
HELEN DRAKE SENIOR CENTER 

APRIL 5, 2016 
 
Assistant City Manager Milton Dohoney opened the meeting at 6:11 p.m. He welcomed 
everyone and introduced Councilman Daniel Valenzuela.  
 
Councilman Valenzuela thanked Mr. Dohoney and the City staff present. He stated 
there are City staff present from various departments including Mayor Greg Stanton’s 
Office. He introduced Patrick Ziegert who was representing District 1 on behalf of 
Councilwoman Thelda Williams. He indicated the proposed budget is complex and 
thanked neighborhood leaders for their energy and efforts to making the city a better 
place.  
 
Mr. Dohoney gave a brief summary of the proposed 2016-17 budget and presented a 
video describing the process in more detail. 
 
After the presentation, Mr. Dohoney opened the hearing for public comment. 
 

1.  Rick Loete submitted a card in favor of restoring full concessions to all City 
employees.  
 

2.  Dan Dahl submitted a card in favor of option one of the proposed budget and 
restoring full concessions to all City employees. 
 

3.  Gene Blue spoke in favor of option one of the proposed budget which 
increases the property tax and restores employee concessions. He also 
recommended additional funding for youth programs be made available as 
well as for public transportation.  
 

4.  Gene Derie spoke in favor of option one of the proposed budget to fund public 
safety, public transit, and many more city services he uses.  
 

5.  Richard Rea spoke in favor of option one of the proposed budget so the City 
does not lose the bond rating and City services are not reduced.  
 

6.  Craig Tribken spoke in favor of option 1 in the proposed budget and 
recommended Central Arizona Shelter Service funding continued and 
expanded to help the homeless.  
 

7.  Coni Cabot submitted a card in favor of being more efficient rather than 
increasing taxes.  
 

8.  Scott Kalkbrenner spoke in favor of option 1 and did not like the other options 
presented in the proposed budget. He would like to see all employee 
concessions restored.  



 
9.  Sue Soto spoke in favor of increasing library funding to increase and restore 

all hours at all branches.  
 

10.  Dorothy Winegarner submitted a card in favor of increasing library hours so all 
libraries are open every day.  
 

11.  Jeff Spellman spoke in favor of continued funding for Camp Colley which 
helps youth with significant life challenges.  
 

12.  Mary Obrochta asked how the number of City employees per capita compares 
with similar sized cities; how long the proposed increase will sustain the city; 
and she also spoke in favor of option 1 in the proposed budget.  
 
Mr. Dohoney stated the current projection is sustainable for several years but 
the exact number of years is uncertain.  
 

13.  Dennis Newport spoke in favor of increasing the number of officers hired so 
there is a net gain in officers regardless of the number of retirees. He also 
asked what accounts for the increase in operating costs.  
 
Mr. Dohoney responded the two sources of increased operating costs are the 
pension cost which is outpacing revenue and debt service cost which had 
previously been paid from prior year’s savings.  
 
Councilman Valenzuela commented the pension cost is currently one of the 
largest costs to the City. He indicated the pension reform for civilian 
employees that occurred a few years ago will save the city $1.1 billion in the 
next 20 years. He advocated for Proposition 124 in order to reform the public 
safety pension system which would save the City pension costs in the future.  
 

14.  Michael Newport supports option 1 of the proposed budget and would like to 
see more police officers hired.  
 

15.  Regina Nixon advocated for arts and culture including arts education for 
Phoenix youth.  
 

16.  Ima Jean Dolan submitted a card in favor of continued funding for Camp 
Colley.  
 

17.  Troy Caskey submitted a card in favor of restoring concession for public 
employees.  
 

18.  Russ Kirk submitted a card in favor of restoring firefighter pay and benefits by 
4.2%.  
 

19.  Will Buividas spoke in favor of restoring concessions for all City employees. 
 

20.  Toby Sexton supports increasing funding for hiring more police officers.  



 
21.  Laurie Fitzhugh would like more detailed information provided in the budget 

tabloid and asked if additional information is available online. She expressed 
support for the property tax increase but not at the rate proposed because she 
is concerned of the impact to low income homeowners. She supports street 
maintenance and repair.  
 
Mr. Dohoney responded more detailed information is available online.  
 

22.  Sherry Dudek spoke in favor of option 1 of the proposed budget in order to 
support public safety, neighborhood services and attract people to move here.   
 

23.  Benjamin Santillan spoke in favor of option 1 in the proposed budget which 
increases the property tax and restores concessions to city employees.  
 

 
 
Mr. Dohoney, Mr. Ziegert, and Councilman Valenzuela thanked everyone for attending 
and closed the hearing at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Mayra Baquera 
Management Assistant II 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 6 

PECOS COMMUNITY CENTER 
APRIL 7, 2016 

 
Councilman Sal DiCiccio opened the community budget hearing at 6:00 p.m. by 
welcoming those in attendance and thanking them for coming to comment on the City’s 
proposed budget and introduced Mario Paniagua, Deputy City Manager.   
 
Mr. Paniagua gave an overview of the Trial Budget significant items and introduced 
Budget and Research Director, Jeff Barton.  An overview video was presented 
describing the Trial Budget components in more detail.  Following the video 
presentation, the hearing was opened to public comments. 
 

1. Kimberly Brophy spoke in favor of restoring employee wages and benefits.  
She has experienced the pain of pay cuts and furlough days for the past six 
years and now is the time for concession restoration.   
 

2. Jason Newman spoke in favor of restoring the remaining 4.2% of temporary 
employee wages and benefit concessions made in 2010.   
 

3. Greta Rogers spoke in favor of restoring employee wages and benefits, 
property tax rate increase and funding City of Phoenix street improvements.  
 

4. Dorie Levy spoke in favor of restoring employee wages and benefits and 
supports the proposed property tax rate increase. 
 

5. Marcus Steele submitted a card requesting city leadership to keep the 
promise of restoring employee wages and benefits. 
 

6. Shaun Mros spoke in favor of full restoration of public safety concessions.  
 
Councilman DiCiccio commented on his priorities for public safety and the 
need for a citywide strategic plan.  
 

7. Charles Montano submitted a card requesting city leadership to step up and 
restore all wages for public safety.   
 

8.   Brian Axelrod submitted a card requesting full restoration of police and fire 
wages and benefits.   
 

9. Neal Haddad spoke in favor of restoring wage and benefits cuts to police and 
fire and suggested a 1% additional compensation increase for past years 
contribution. 
 

10. Neil Rayes submitted a card supporting pay restoration for City employees. 
 



11. Sandy Novelli submitted a card noting the issue of future results of cuts to City 
employee wages and benefits as a concern.  
 

12. Scott Aufred submitted a card supporting restoration of wage and benefits, 
body cameras and EPCR and noted that a balanced budget must not be 
accomplished on the backs of employees.   
 

13. Carolyn Addie stated she supports library services and spoke in favor of 
restoring library hours.  
  

14. F.D. Smith submitted a card supporting pay restoration for police and fire 
concessions from 6 years ago.  
 

15. John Teefy spoke in support of restoring public safety compensation and 
supports the proposed property tax increase. 
  

16. Jennifer Lipman submitted a card supporting restoration of 4.2% wage and 
benefit concessions for fire employees. 
 

17. Matt Grush spoke in support of full restoration of public safety compensation.  
 

18. Tom Henry submitted a card supporting restoration of the fire department’s 
pay cuts. 
 

19. Heather Powell, submitted a card asking for 100% compensation restoration 
for public safety, requesting city leaders to do what is right.   
 

20. Ken Crane spoke in favor of floating the property tax rate, restoring all 
concessions for city employees and suggested a longer implementation period 
for the body camera program.    
 
Councilman DiCiccio commented he may not be supportive of a full 
restoration of public safety concessions and the proposed property tax rate 
increase. 
 

21. Frank Piccioli spoke in favor of restoring wage and benefit concessions 
highlighting various consequences of such.  Mr. Piccioli provided copies of his 
pay statements showing the wage reduction over the six year time span.   
 

22. Mark Robert Gordon spoke in favor of restoring the maintenance budget for 
Phoenix public art projects. 
  

23. Ashley Mies spoke in favor of restoring wage and benefit concessions.    
 

24. Phil Eno submitted a card in support of restoring 4.2% of fire wages and 
benefits.   
 

25. Steve Beuerlein spoke in favor of restoring 4.2% of employee wages and 
benefits and supports the proposed increase in property tax.   



Councilman DiCiccio responded he may not support the property tax increase 
but noted there may be other ways to restore employee compensation.   
 

26. Mary Axelrod spoke in favor of restoring public safety wage and benefit 
concessions.    
 

 
Councilman DiCiccio thanked everyone for attending and closed the hearing at  
7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mari Tunder 
Budget Analyst III 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 and 5 

SUNNYSLOPE COMMUNITY CENTER 
APRIL 7, 2016 

 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the community budget hearing at 6:12 p.m. 
 
Councilman Bill Gates thanked everyone for coming to the hearing.  Councilman Gates 
explained public feedback shapes the final budget product and the final product will be 
different than the Trial Budget.  Councilman Gates introduced his neighbor and  
District 5 Councilman Daniel Valenzuela.   
 
Councilman Valenzuela stated public input is important and explained the Adopted 
Budget is different than the Trial Budget.  Councilman Valenzuela thanked everyone for 
attending. 
 
Mr. Zuercher explained the Trial Budget is designed to get the public’s input.   
Mr. Zuercher explained the options to the audience and introduced the FY2016-17 Trial 
Budget video presentation.   
 
Following the presentation, Councilman Gates opened the hearing to public comments. 
 

1. Walter Rawlings submitted a card against any tax increases.  Mr. Rawlings 
stated that Arizona is the highest taxed state in the United States.  He wrote in 
support of keeping the Senior Centers open with current resources. 
 

2. Scott Fensler spoke in favor of keeping programs for the most vulnerable 
people.  Mr. Fensler stated there are more people over the age of 65 and the 
City should find a way to take care of the vulnerable people. 
 

3. Jennifer Wozniak spoke in support of restoring full concessions in the next three 
years.   Ms. Wozniak explained that the Unit 1 employees are the people who 
pick up the residents’ garbage and take care of Senior and Recreational 
Centers.  Ms. Wozniak said that 40% of the people in Unit 1 may be eligible for 
food stamps.   
 

4. Brandon Glenn spoke in favor of a 4.2% restoration in (public safety) employee 
pay. 
 

5. Richard Rea spoke in favor of raising taxes on property, bringing employees 
back to parity, and restoring past service reductions.     
 

6. Louis Howley discussed Item #6 under the Library: eliminate one day of 
services at one branch.  Mr. Howley stated he was pleased the item was a 
misprint and only some programming will be eliminated.  Mr. Howley is in 
support of a proportionate reduction in library services.  
 



7. Kathleen Sullivan spoke in support of the City’s efforts in fiscal responsibility and 
an increase in property taxes. 
 

8.   Sharon Wiegel spoke in favor of keeping the Sunnyslope Senior Center open as 
the elderly need the companionship of each other.  Ms. Wiegel asked about the 
food stamp program at the Chinese Center and wondered if the Sunnyslope 
Center could do the same.  

  
9. Debra Rosenberg spoke in favor of restoring employee pay and supporting the 

Senior Center programs.   
 

10. Carey Mavor read a poem about the Sunnyslope Senior Center and stated his 
support for the Senior Center programs.   
 

11. Benjamin Spano stated he has been attending with his brother since the Senior 
Center opened.  Mr. Spano expressed his appreciation of the work at the 
Center, the ability to socialize, and the art teacher who shows people how to 
appreciate art.  Mr. Spano asked to make the City street lights brighter.    
 
Councilman Gates stated accessibility is important to the City and the Council 
and the City has started on its LED street light replacement project to make the 
streets brighter. 
 

12. Sharon Robertson spoke in support of the Sunnyslope Community Center.  Ms. 
Robertson stated the Center provides a nutritious meal, social and cultural 
networks, and a great fitness center. Ms. Robertson asked where the children 
would go after school without the safe community center. 
 

13. Jack Charters however left before his name was called.  Councilman Gates 
thanked Mr. Charters for his military service during WWII in the South Pacific. 
 

14. Michael Spano stated many people are killed in cross walks, specifically, the 
Cave Creek and Cherel crosswalk.  Additionally, he expressed support for the 
Sunnyslope Senior Center and thanked the Councilmembers for the meeting. 
 

15. Reverend Cleo Lewis stated he likes being involved in this community budget 
process and City is very different to offer this opportunity for input.  Reverend 
Lewis said his son was attacked and his life was saved by two Phoenix police 
officers and a firefighter who triaged his son in the field before transporting to a 
hospital for care. He stated his support for whatever it takes to restore 
concessions to City employees.  Reverend Lewis asked for additional police 
staffing so that police can arrive and be responsive sooner. 
 

16. Bob Belke spoke in support of the City’s senior centers.  Additionally Mr. Belke 
stated it is not the responsibility of the City to house veterans, adding it is the 
Federal government’s job to take care of the veterans.   He spoke against a tax 
increase and said seniors should be supported more than parks and recreation 
programs like Rose Mofford Park and dog parks.  
 



17. Patsy Bauer spoke in support of her senior center, Sunnyslope Senior Center.  
Additionally, she stated that no one should continue to pay Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s 
legal fees as he continues to break the law.   
 

18. Celia Stober stated the City employees have made a good sacrifice over the 
years and employee concessions should be restored.  
 

19. Tom Caretto stated it is important to have libraries, pools, and parks open and 
time to restore City employees pay to 2010 levels. 
 

20. Hank Bonney stated employee pay restoration is important to him, but the kids 
are more important.  Mr. Bonney spoke in support of the Camp Colley 
experience which gives children their first opportunities to smile at the stars, 
have a camp fire, and experience unique things not available anywhere else in 
the City. 
 

21. Diana Bonney spoke in support of Camp Colley.  Ms. Bonney stated she wants 
kids to be informed through experiences in nature; for example, to learn about 
forest health by being at Camp Colley in the middle of the forest and feeling and 
seeing the pinecones. 
   

22 Francine Masterson stated Shadow Mountain Center is tremendously run and 
she wished to talk about senior centers.  Ms. Masterson expressed concerns 
regarding operations if some senior centers were to close: how long would the 
transportation be free; how far will Seniors have to travel; and how is the City 
Council preparing for the continuing increase of seniors joining the senior 
centers? 
 

23 Patricia Klar spoke in support of restoring City support of Chrysalis - a domestic 
violence support organization.  Ms. Klar stated the City would be lost without 
police and fire. Ms. Klar expressed her support of a property tax increase.   
 

24 Vonn Magnin spoke in support of Camp Colley.  Mr. Magnin said he learned 
new things even though he was in the U.S. Marines for six years, including 
taking risks.  He said it is wonderful to do these things with his child and $127K 
is a very small investment to care for the City’s “gem” on the Rim. 
 

25 Lance Magnin spoke in support of Camp Colley.  Mr. Magnin stated he wanted 
other children to experience what he experienced.  
 

26. Dana Saylor spoke in support of property tax increase.  Specifically, Ms. Saylor 
stated it is the Phoenix Arts Commission’s goal to achieve arts grant funding at 
a level of $1/capita. 
 

27. Dave Stubenrauch submitted a card against the current budget proposal.  
Additionally, Mr. Stubenrauch stated his support for the restoration of public 
safety’s pay and benefits.  
 
 



28. Jeff Spellman spoke in support of the budget option number one and Camp 
Colley. 
 

29. Lucile Lechagn spoke in support of the Sunnyslope Senior Center and said it is 
the only place she can get exercise due to her age.  Ms. Lechagn said walking 
two miles per day has helped her overcome diabetes and cholesterol issues.   
 

30. Tobiah Adams spoke in favor of leaving community centers open.  
 

31. Phillip Wieser spoke in support of Camp Colley.  
 

32. Maritza Lopez spoke in support of Camp Colley.  Ms. Lopez state it should be 
kept open for other kids to have the experiences she had.  
 

33. Kris Holguin spoke in support of the Sunyslope Senior Center which has 
provided him with a job assisting the Seniors.  Mr. Holguin said he will not have 
anywhere to go for a job if the center closes.    
 

34. Michelle Goings spoke in support of increasing revenue to provide long-term 
solutions; restoring the Arts Grants funding; and increasing in maintenance for 
the Public Art program.  She stated she did not support reductions to the 
Phoenix Art Museum, the Phoenix Theatre, and the Phoenix Children’s 
Museum.  
 

35. Ilan Wieser spoke in support of Camp Colley.  
 

36. Wake Brown spoke in support of Camp Colley.  
 

37. Devan Seay spoke in support of Camp Colley.  
 

38. Tiffany Seay spoke in support of Camp Colley.  
 

39. Craig Tribken spoke in support of regional homelessness shelter – CASS. Mr. 
Tribken stated his support of the Trial Budget proposed by the City Manager. 
 
Councilman Gates recognized Mr. Tribken as a former City of Phoenix 
Councilman and thanked him for his service to the community.   
 

40. Tim Knobbe spoke in favor of raising property taxes and restoring employee 
concessions. 
 

41. Regina Nixon spoke in support of the arts, the trial budget, and the increase in 
property taxes.  Ms. Nixon stated her support for arts grant funding at a level of 
$1/capita. 
 

42. Norma Holdcraft spoke in favor of continued funding for senior centers.   
 

43. Jazmine Hayes spoke in support of incentivizing food delivery to the most 
vulnerable communities and eliminating food desserts in the City.  



 
44. Deanna Feliciano spoke in support of the Sunnyslope Community Center. 

 
45. Ken Dunn spoke in support of the Sunnyslope Community Center. 

 
46. Diane Dunn spoke in support of the Sunnyslope Community Center. 

 
47. Suzanne Thraen spoke in favor of the property tax increase and asked if the 

real estate developers would also get an increase.  Ms. Thraen expressed some 
concern about the light rail’s ability to recoup its costs.  Additionally, Ms. Thraen 
stated her appreciating for the City’s support of the homeless, but expressed 
concern over “homes” established in the bus shelters. 
 
Mr. Zuercher explained that all property owners, including commercial land 
owners, would receive a proportionate increase.   
 

48. Kathy Stillman spoke in support of hiring more police officers and restoring 
employee concessions.  
 

49. Jim Bolger spoke in support of restoring employee concession and raising 
property taxes.  
 

50. Denise Viner spoke in support of youth programs, specifically, dance classes. 
 

51. John Dean spoke in support of restoring employee wages, and an increase in 
property tax.  Additionally, Mr. Dean asked that the City Council research how to 
restore more previous programs cuts.   
 

52. Ricardo Gutierrez submitted a card in favor of restoring all employee 
concessions and a property tax increase.  
 

53. Melissa Fletcher submitted a card in favor of restoring all employee 
concessions, a property tax increase, trial budget option one, and hiring more 
police and fireman. 
 

54. Virginia Niel submitted a card in favor of restoring all employee concessions. 
 
Councilman Gates thanked everyone for attending and closed the hearing at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laura A. Madson Brown 
Management Assistant II 
 
 



SUMMARY MINUTES 
COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 7 
COUNTRY PLACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

April 11, 2016 
 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the community budget hearing at 6:12 p.m. by 
welcoming those in attendance and thanking them for coming to comment on the City’s 
proposed budget.  He mentioned this year’s budget was complicated and included a 
discussion on increasing property taxes as a possible solution to retaining vital City 
services. 
 
Councilman Nowakowski welcomed those in attendance and thanked Lisa Perez and 
Bill Barquin who serve on the Estrella Village Planning Committee.  Councilman 
Nowakowski mentioned he was interested in hearing comments in regards to increasing 
property taxes or solutions to funding additional services without raising property taxes. 
 
Mr. Zuercher gave a brief summary of the proposed 2016-17 budget and presented an 
overview video describing the process in more detail.  Following the presentation, Mr. 
Zuercher opened the hearing to public comments. 

 
1. Craig Tribken spoke in favor of restoring funding for homeless services.  He 

commented Central Arizona Shelter Services (CASS) has endured over $180K 
in cuts over the last nine years which has resulted in a reduction of critical 
services.  
 

2. Charise Walls spoke in favor of adding funding for a neighborhood community 
park.  She expressed concern neighborhood blight and requested support from 
the City.   
 

3. Mike Bielecki expressed support for the Central Arizona Shelter Services 
(CASS).  He spoke in favor of increasing the property tax rate to help fund 
important services to ensure a safer community. 
 

4. Lori Goodfellow submitted a card in favor of developing a community park in the 
empty field next to the Country Place Elementary School.  
 

5. Rick Peloquin submitted a card in favor of developing a community park in the 
empty field next to the Country Place Elementary School.  He also expressed 
his support for increased police patrols in the area. 
 

6. Lisa Perez expressed her gratitude to the community for being involved in the 
budget process.  She spoke in favor of improving street infrastructure and 
restoring employee compensation.  She commended the City Manager and City 
Council and expressed her support for their work in improving the community. 
 
 
 
 



7. Vicki Soule submitted a card in favor of developing a community park in the 
empty field next to the Country Place Elementary School.  She expressed her 
concern for the safety of the children going to school by the vacant lot which she 
stated had dangerous paraphernalia, glass, metal and concrete.  She also 
expressed support for increasing police officers in the community.  
 

 
Councilman Nowakowski thanked everyone for attending and summarized the 
comments. 
 
Mr. Zuercher thanked everyone for attending and closed the hearing at 6:50 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jesse Benavidez 
Management Assistant II 
Budget & Research Department 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 4 

PHOENIX COLLEGE – OSBORN COMPLEX 
APRIL 12, 2016 

 
Deputy City Manager Deanna Jonovich opened the community budget hearing at 6:05 
p.m. by welcoming those in attendance and thanking them for coming to comment on 
the City’s 2016-17 proposed budget. She introduced Budget and Research Director Jeff 
Barton and explained the video would provide more information on the proposed 
budget. 
 
Following the presentation, Councilwoman Pastor opened the hearing to public 
comments and questions. 
 
1. David Howell inquired about budget option #1 and asked for more information 

regarding the property tax rate increase.  He also asked if staff believed future 
increases would be necessary. Mr. Howell spoke in favor of public libraries and 
arts programs and would like library hours expanded. 
 
Budget and Research Director Jeff Barton explained staff is not anticipating 
future property tax rate increases at this time. He explained each budget option 
in more detail.  
 

2. Rosemary Hollesha spoke in support of increasing funding for additional police 
officers to ensure city streets remain safe for the public. She also expressed 
support for additional park rangers and commented on how pleased she is with 
city pools and the swimming programs available to the youth. 
 

3. Franny Sharpe stated she did not support budget option #5 or any service cuts 
to after school programs including the PAC program and teen centers.  
 

4. Eddie Genna spoke in support of homeless programs and budget option #1. He 
stated he is against budget option #5. 
 

5. Jesus Adame spoke in support of restoring compensation for public safety 
employees and budget option #1. 
 

6. Katie Paetz spoke in opposition to budget option #5 and any reduction to the 
PAC program. She stated she would like the PAC program to be expanded. 
 

7. Illya Riske spoke in support of budget option #1 and restoration of arts 
programs. Mr. Riske state he is against budget option #5. 
 

8. Nicole Rodriguez spoke in favor of budget option #1 and homeless programs. 
She stated she has observed a decline in the quality of City services and would 
like to see the City focus more on providing seamless service.  
 



9. Felicitas Kinard spoke in support of maintaining the PAC program. She spoke in 
favor of budget option #1 and opposed budget option #5. 
 

10. Brent Kleinman spoke in favor of budget option #1 and inquired about the set-
aside amount proposed in the Trial Budget and how ongoing restorations would 
be paid for once the set-aside is depleted. He also asked about proposed 
legislation that could negatively impact state shared revenues.  
 
Budget and Research Director Jeff Barton explained if the economy were to 
soften and the budget became unbalanced, staff would recommend solutions 
for the City Council and community to consider. He stated possible solutions 
could include using the contingency fund, increasing revenue sources or 
reducing costs. Mr. Barton explained the League of Arizona Cities and Towns is 
working on the proposed legislation and the impact is not known at this time. 
 

11. Kevin Koyymer spoke in favor of restoring employee concessions.  
 

12. Marshall Pimentel spoke in favor of restoring employee concessions and 
thanked Councilwoman Pastor for her leadership. 
 

13. Damian Aros submitted a card in support of public safety salaries being 
reinstated by 4.2% as promised by the City. 
 

 
 Councilwoman Pastor thanked everyone for attending the meeting and providing 
feedback about the 2016-17 proposed budget. The budget hearing was closed at   
7:13 p.m. 

 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Amber Williamson 
 Budget Analyst III 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 6 

MADISON SCHOOL DISTRICT  
APRIL 12, 2016 

 
Councilman Sal DiCiccio called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Councilman DiCiccio 
explained the proposed budget can change moving forward through the adoption 
process.  Additionally, Councilman DiCiccio noted employees will be speaking tonight 
about having their concessions restored.  Councilman DiCiccio introduced City Manager 
Ed Zuercher. 
 
Mr. Zuercher thanked people for coming to the hearing to provide feedback and 
explained the Trial Budget is designed to get the public’s input.  Mr. Zuercher introduced 
Ruben Alonzo from Mayor Stanton’s Office.  Mr. Zuercher stated the budget would be 
presented to the City Council on May 3 and final vote on the budget is scheduled for 
May 17. 
 
Mr. Zuercher stated there are three things happening in the trial budget: 1) the need to 
pay debt service for buildings through property tax revenue collections at a rate that has 
not changed 21 years and remains at $1.82 per $100 property value; 2) the 
presentation of a budget for a $3B company – the City; and 3) the negotiation of labor 
contracts for all City employees.  Mr. Zuercher stated it must be decided how much the 
City can afford.  Mr. Zuercher directed the audience to look at pages 5--9 for options on 
how to address the three main considerations of the Budget.  Mr. Zuercher introduced 
the FY 2016-17 Trial Budget video presentation.   
 
Following the presentation, Mr. Zuercher opened the hearing to public comments. 
 
1. Jay Swart spoke in support of public safety.  Mr. Swart stated City of Phoenix 

has the best Police and Fire Departments in the United States and extensive 
community based policing has contributed to the lack of riots and low crime 
rate.  Mr. Swart asked the City Manager to ask City Council to support police 
and fire and restore the 4.2% concessions and add an additional amount in 
support of public safety. 
 

2. Jennifer Lipman submitted a card in support of restoring the 4.2% concession 
take by police and fire. 
 

3. Richard Rea spoke in support of option #1 and restoring the concessions to all 
the City employees.  Mr. Rea stated City employees did a tremendous thing to 
help keep the City fiscally sound during a difficult financial time and should be 
brought back to where they were before the concessions.   
 

4. Mia Rodriguez submitted a card in support of restoring the 4.2% concessions 
taken by police and fire. 
 
 



5. Corina Enrique submitted a card in support of restoring the 4.2% concessions 
taken by police and fire. 
 

6. Matt Engle stated he is proud of the Police and Fire Departments and wanted 
to talk about arts and culture in the City of Phoenix.  Mr. Engle thanked the 
City Council for the program support.  Mr. Engle spoke in support of option #1 
or option #2 and stated he would not support cuts to arts programs if these 
options were not approved. 
 

7. Tom Caretto spoke in support of taking care of all the City employees and 
option #1 and #2.   
 

8.   Scott Sefranka spoke in support of restoring employees’ 4.2% concessions 
and option #1.  Mr. Sefranka stated recruitment is affected by decreased pay 
and benefits.  
 

9. Greta Rogers spoke in support of restoring employee concessions to all 
employees.    Ms. Rogers said she met with Mr. Zuercher and stated her three 
main goals: 1) restoring employee salaries; 2) restoring the police and fire 
departments to their full complements; and 3) funding a realistic Streets 
budget to restore and reconstruct City streets according to national 
transportation safety standards. 
 

10. Neil Haddad spoke in support of restoring all employee concessions and a 
one percent raise for employees.  Mr. Haddad stated the budget is a roadmap 
to priorities and asked what the City’s priorities are.  Mr. Haddad stated the 
City’s priority should be their employees as the City is a service organization 
providing excellent service through its employees.  Additionally, Mr. Haddad 
stated the belt-tightening is decreasing employee morale. 
 

11. Former Councilmember Craig Tribken, spoke in support of option #1 and #2 
and Central Arizona Shelter Services. 
 

12. Chris Crowley submitted a card in support of restoring the 4.2% concessions 
take by police and fire. 
 

13. Tom Henry submitted a card in support of restoring the 4.2% concessions 
take by police and fire. 
 

14. Roger Peck stated he wants an increase in Phoenix Parks and Preserves 
funding. 
Mr. Peck spoke in support of options #1 and #2 and stated his preference is 
option #2.   
 

15. Tim Gammage spoke in support of restoring 4.2% employee concessions for 
all employees and stated employees need this money to take care of their 
families. 
 



16. Greg Hawk spoke in support of full restoration of pay and benefits to fire 
department employees. 
 

17. John Webb spoke about the City of Phoenix’s make-ready shop.  He 
explained every City department is responsible for public safety in some way 
and spoke in support of restoring all employee concessions. 
 

18. Britt London submitted a card in support of restoring pay and benefit cuts as 
promised and the property tax rate increase. 
 

19. Abe Arvizu, Jr. spoke in support of the property tax rate increase and full 
restoration of employee concessions.  Mr. Arvizu, Jr. stated Phoenix has the 
lowest property tax and will still be the lowest with the necessary increase in 
property tax. 
 

20. William Blakehouse discussed the City of Phoenix make-ready shop.  He also 
spoke in support of option #1 and restoring employee concessions.  
 

21 Chuck Jones spoke in support of restoring concessions and past program 
reductions.  Additionally, Mr. Jones stated there are four revenue streams yet 
to be explored: 1) traffic enforcement; 2) deflated property valuations by 
Maricopa County as a result of an inaccurate computer model; 3) fees for 
violations of city property codes, i.e. weeds on property and no maintenance 
of abandoned properties; and 4) fees for projects that are never completed but 
required City time and efforts through Planning Commission meetings.  
 

22 Sarah Simpson submitted a card in support of option #1, raising City of 
Phoenix employees’ salaries, additions to Parks and Recreation, and other 
services for the City.  Ms. Simpson is not in support of more police officers 
and stated there are enough officers and the City is safe. 
 

 
Mr. Zuercher stated the budget will be presented again with changes to City Council on 
May 3 and City Council will vote on budget adoption on May 17.   
 
Councilman DiCiccio stated budget hearing minutes would be provided to the City 
Council before the final budget vote.  Councilman DiCiccio thanked everyone for 
attending and closed the hearing at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laura A. Madson Brown 
Management Assistant II 
 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 5 

VILLA DE PAZ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
APRIL 12, 2016 

 
 Councilman Daniel Valenzuela opened the community budget hearing at 6:37 p.m. by 
welcoming those in attendance and thanking them for coming to comment on the 
proposed budget.  He explained briefly about the budget process and how important it 
is to hear from citizens when adopting a budget.  Mr. Valenzuela introduced City staff 
and then handed the platform over to Deputy City Manager Paul Blue. 

 
 Mr. Blue explained briefly about the hearing and budget process.  He thanked the 
residents for coming out and presented the overview video that spoke of the current 
budget in depth. 

 
1. Marvin Rochelle spoke in support of providing competitive pay for police officers 

in order for Phoenix to compete with other cities in hiring the best candidates. 
 

2. Chad Lancaster spoke in support of restoring police and fire concessions.  He 
noted that calls have increased per year but they still have less employees than 
before.  Mr. Lancaster believes that restoring concessions will improve morale 
and in supporting their families.  
 

3. Tim Baiardi spoke in favor of restoring all employee concessions. 
 

4. Gene Derie spoke in support of adopting option #1 of the proposed budget. 
 

5. Steven Feldman stated he encouraged finding other creative options to increase 
revenue.  He suggested federal funding was available for cities such as Phoenix 
to use in purchasing body cameras and would like the city to exercise the 
benefit.  He also suggested having unsworn officers to patrol the streets rather 
than using more expensive, sworn officers.  Lastly, Mr. Feldman recommended 
to have a 3-day voting period including a weekend instead of mailing ballots.  
He stated he would like to see additional police and fire hired. 
 
Mr. Blue explained the City has accepted federal funding to purchase body 
cameras for the Police Department. 
 
Councilman Valenzuela responded the City offers voting centers and are 
designed to accept dropped-off ballots at any center. 
 

6. Alfred Quintana spoke in favor of restoring public safety concessions.  He 
mentioned officers and fire fighters are still fulfilling duties with less staff.   
 

7. Mike Bielecki spoke in support of option #1 in order to continue funding for 
CASS. 
 



8.   Suzanne Thraen spoke in favor of restoring concessions for all city employees.  
She also would like police and fire to receive adequate funding to take care of 
the departments’ basic needs. 
 

9. Janet Traylor spoke in support of options #1 and #2 and would like to restore 
funding to Arts & Culture.   
 

10.   Rosetta Smith and Roshanda Smith submitted a card in favor of having the PAC 
Program remain open for all the working single parents. 
 

 
Councilman Valenzuela again emphasized public input is important to adopt the most 
beneficial budget.  He thanked everyone for attending and concluded the hearing at 
7:31 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Susannah Pietrzykowsky 
Budget Analyst III 

 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 4 & 7 
BURTON BARR LIBRARY 

April 13, 2016 
 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the community budget hearing at 6:14 p.m. by 
welcoming those in attendance and thanking them for coming to comment on the City’s 
proposed budget.  He mentioned this year’s budget was complicated and included a 
discussion on increasing property taxes as a possible solution to retaining vital City 
services.     
 
Councilwomen Pastor welcomed those in attendance and asked for feedback on the 
various options that would be discussed in the presentation. 
 
Councilman Nowakowski thanked those in attendance and asked for people to identify 
the various needs in the community.  He asked for feedback on the solutions presented.  
Councilman Nowakowski commented on the need to restore compensation for the 
employees who had sacrificed to save vital City services.   
 
Mr. Zuercher gave a brief summary of the proposed 2016-17 budget and introduced Jeff 
Barton, Budget & Research Director, who discussed the proposed 2016-17 budget in 
detail.   
 
Mr. Zuercher opened the hearing to public comments. 
 
1. Joe Reed spoke in favor of fully restoring firefighter pay.  He commented the City 

promised to restore employee concessions that were taken during labor 
negotiations. 
   

2. Richard Rea submitted a card in favor of option #1 to increase the property tax 
rate. 
 

3. Greta Rogers spoke in favor of a property tax rate increase and to fully restore 
employee pay compensation.  Ms. Rogers spoke in favor of restoring police and 
fire staffing levels, which she felt was more vital than police body cameras.  She 
spoke in favor of investing in streets infrastructure improvements. 
 

4. Donna Reiner spoke in favor of option #1 to increase property tax rate or option 
#2 to reinstate the food tax.  She was against any cuts to arts and cultural 
facilities. 
 

5. Tim Knobbe spoke in favor of increasing property tax rate and a full restoration of 
employee concessions.  He commented the restoration of compensation was not 
a raise but a promise made. 
 

6. Shannon Rich spoke against option #5 and any reductions to domestic violence 
services.   



7. Erika Keenan spoke in favor of reinstating the food tax (option #2).  Ms. Keenan 
expressed her support for adding funding for police officers in lieu of adding 
funding for body cameras. 
 

8. Craig Tribken spoke in support of option #1 and to increase funding for homeless 
services.  He spoke against option #5.   
 

9. Ruth Ann Marston spoke in favor of option #2 to reinstate the food tax.  She 
stated she was against option #1 due to the inconsistency in the Maricopa 
County home assessments.  Dr. Marston expressed support for the restoration of 
employee concessions.  She also spoke in favor of restoring everyday library 
hours which she stated were a safe haven for youth.  Dr. Marston stated she did 
not support police body cameras. 
  

10. Grace Arroyo Salinas spoke in favor of youth programs.  
 
Councilwoman Pastor commented she was working hard to address the issue. 
 

11. Raul Daniels expressed a need to increase youth programs to reduce teen 
crimes. 
 

12. Jazmine Hayes spoke in favor of increasing access to healthy food and 
eliminating food deserts where it is difficult to obtain affordable and nutritious 
food.   
 
Mr. Zuercher responded the 2050 Sustainability goals addresses this issue. 
 

13. Britt London submitted a card in support of the restoration of employee pay and 
benefits.  She also expressed support to increase the property tax rate. 
 

14. Joe Murphy spoke in favor of the Phoenix Afterschool Center (PAC) youth 
program.   
 

15. Jose Vejar spoke in favor of restoring employee concessions, increasing the 
property tax rate, and making street improvements.  He expressed support for 
utilizing funding for police officers in lieu of police body cameras. 
 

16. Wendy Flood thanked the Council for making improvements at the Cesar 
Chavez Park.  She expressed support to reinstate employee concessions.  Ms. 
Flood recommended selling additional City surplus property to increase revenue.  
She spoke in favor of adding funding for more police officers in lieu of police 
body cameras.  Ms. Flood recommended partnering up with local schools to offer 
more youth programs rather than building centers. 
 

17. Mr. Kevin Hedgpeth submitted a card in favor of preserving the PAC program. 
 

18. Luz Mata submitted a card in favor of teen programs. 
 

19. Mary Coronado submitted a card in favor of teen programs. 



20. David Martinez III spoke against reinstating the food tax (option #2).  He spoke in 
favor of increasing youth programs, senior centers, libraries and pools. 
 

21. Will Buividas spoke in favor of restoring employee concessions.  He expressed 
his concern for the City using the savings from the employee concessions to pay 
for new equipment.  He commented on the hiring problems associated with 
reducing police officer pay.  
 

22. Gail Hedgpeth submitted a card against eliminating youth, senior or library 
services.  
 

23. Abraham James submitted a card in favor of the property tax rate increase.  He 
expressed his support for libraries, arts and cultural facilities, parks, senior 
centers, youth programs and historic preservation.  He also expressed support of 
the Police and Fire Departments. 
 

24. Brigitte Jordan expressed support for the Arts and Cultural programs. 
 

25. Katlyn Carr submitted a card in favor of option #1 and against option #5. 
 

26. John Dean spoke in favor of fully restoring employee compensation for the fire 
and police employees. 
 

27. Patricia Dean submitted a card in favor of fully restoring pay concessions to fire 
and police employees.   
 

28. Patrick Seiffer spoke in favor of option #1 to increase the property tax rate.  He 
expressed his concern for reinstating the food tax.   
 

29. An unnamed District 7 representative submitted a card asking why Lindo Park 
received a community center when Laveen did not.  They requested more youth 
programs in lieu of dog parks.  They requested no more IT people and too much 
funding for the Solid Waste Department. 
 

30. Ms. Julie Collins submitted a card in favor of option #1 and restoring employee 
pay and benefits. 
 

 
Councilman Nowakowski and Councilwoman Pastor thanked everyone for attending 
and summarized the public comments. 
 
Mr. Zuercher thanked everyone for attending and closed the hearing at 7:56 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jesse Benavidez 
Management Assistant II 
Budget & Research Department 



SUMMARY MINUTES 
VOICEMAIL, ELECTRONIC, AND WRITTEN BUDGET COMMENTS  

Through April 20, 2016 
 

 
1. Jan Bacich sent an email supporting adding a food tax to increase revenue rather 

than increasing the property tax rate. 
 

2. Seidy Lasker sent an email requesting additional officers for the Laveen area. 
  

3. Jean Moriki sent an email stating she supports option #1 and restoring 
compensation for all employees.  She added it would not be responsible to cut 
services to veterans, teens, seniors, children, etc. 

 
4. Marcia Davis sent an email in support of increased library funding and all branches 

being open every day. 
 

5. Linda Perlman sent an email in support of increased library funding and all branches 
being open every day. 

 
6. Melissa Morrison sent an email requesting all library branches be open every day. 

 
7. Mark Cockrill sent an email in support of library branches being open seven days a 

week. 
 

8. Juliana Manke sent an email in support of increased library funding and all branches 
being open every day. 

 
9. Steven Young sent an email in support of all library branches being open seven 

days a week. 
 

10. Leslie Martinez sent an email in support of increased library funding and all 
branches being open every day. 

 
11. Jordan Francis sent an email in support of all library branches being open seven 

days a week. 
 
12. Kathleen Coleman sent an email in support of increasing library funding and hours. 

 
13. Marilyn Seese sent an email in support of increasing library funding and hours. 

 
14. Jason Barraza sent an email in support of increased library funding and all branches 

being open every day. 
 

15. Richard Wagner sent an email for increased library funding and hours. 
 

16. Wilma Lund sent an email supporting increased library funding and all branches 
being open every day. 

 



17. Jennifer Wadsworth sent an email supporting increased library funding and all 
branches being open every day. 

 
18. Christine Berthlett sent an email in support of increased library funding and all 

branches being open every day. 
 

19. Kathryn Miller sent an email in support of increased library funding and all branches 
being open every day. 

 
20. Robert Rogers in support of increased library funding and all branches being open 

every day. 
 

21. Marco Castellanos in support of increased library funding and all branches being 
open every day. 

 
22. Kelly Murphy sent an email supporting increased funding and library branches being 

open every day. 
 

23. Monica Goddard in support of increased library funding and all branches being open 
every day. 
 

24. Nita Muhlenfeld sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
25. Evelyn Adans sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

26. Sharone Cohen sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 
 

27. Eduardo Muro sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
28. Edward Kocner sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

29. Susan Schwartz sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
30. Salvador Urena sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

31. Jane Haney sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
32. Theresa Shaw sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 



33. Monica Valento sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
34. Mary McAskill sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

35. Chris Winters sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
36. Meredith Whitley sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

37. LaVerne Faymonville sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
38. Diana Waite sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

39. Michelle Raizer sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
40. Judith Kendall sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

41. Carol Knopf sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
42. Margaret Morse sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

43. Pamela Tames sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
44. Sarah Laurent sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

45. Richard Redding sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
46. E. Hourican sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

47. Rodney Paz sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
48. Sue Painter sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 



49. Althea Hardt sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
50. John Rittenhour sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

51. Harold Mickelson sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
52. Pat Humphrey sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

53. Jackie Hall sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
54. Gloria Padalino sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

55. Pamela Tames sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
56. Steve Barringer sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

57. Miriam Johnson sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
58. Rene Rebillot sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

59. Mildred Strauss sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
60. Mary Pagliuca sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

61. Valerie Rochon sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
62. Renny McGovern sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

63. Sheila Charloff sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
64. Jane Koval sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 



65. Lauren Cercone sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
66. Patricia Badie sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

67. Charlene Muse sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
68. Elizabeth Walters sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

69. Kay Mule sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
70. Constance Staradub sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

71. Tom Lazzelle sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
72. Talonya Adams sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

73. Grace Wilke sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
74. Kristen Vassar sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

75. Lorana Christianson sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
76. Batiyah Lampl sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

77. Toni Garvey sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
78. Mary Ann Forgarty sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

79. Carol Khazi sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
80. Valentina Zeff sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 



81. Kimberly Clower sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
82. Carillon Torgerson sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

83. Lynda Stone sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
84. Marilyn Christopherson sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

85. Mary Ann Cook sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
86. Maureen Canright sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

87. Eric Ossowski sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
88. Carolyn Addie sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

89. Sandra Srogonick sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
90. Allison Wood sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

91. Donna Krivan sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
92. Kim Cox sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Julie Flaskerud 
Management Assistant 

 
 



SUMMARY MINUTES 
COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARING 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1 AND 2 
Goelet A.C. Beuf COMMUNITY CENTER 

APRIL 19, 2016 
 
 
City Manager Ed Zuercher opened the meeting by welcoming those in attendance and 
thanking them for coming to the community budget hearing. Mr. Zuercher then 
introduced Councilwoman Thelda Williams and Councilman Jim Waring who both 
welcomed and thanked those in attendance for participating in the hearing. Mr. 
Zuercher also introduced the Assistant Police Chief Mary Roberts. 
 
City Manager Ed Zuercher presented a video overview of the proposed budget.  
Following the presentation, Mr. Zuercher opened the hearing to public comments. 
 

1. Jack Davis asked if the property tax rate were increased to $2.17 if it would it be 
frozen or if it would it float depending on home valuations.  Mr. Zuercher 
responded that it does float, but that $2.17 per $100 of assessed value would be 
the maximum.  Mr. Davis asked if there was a ceiling to the fund, Mr. Zuercher 
stated there was no ceiling but there was a floor.  Mr. Davis also stated he was in 
favor of employee restorations. 

 
2. Karen Young spoke in support of keeping all community centers open.  

 
3. Craig Tribken spoke in support of option #1 and funding for homeless services. 

 
4. Rosalie Hurd spoke in support of option #1 and keeping community centers 

open.  
 

5. Gary Carnicle spoke in favor of a property tax rate increase.  Mr. Carnicle noted 
the public safety pension fund needs to be reviewed closely along with public 
safety benefits as they are both expensive.  Mr. Carnicle stated union 
representatives need to be paid for through dues, not release time paid for by the 
City.  Mr. Carnicle stated he also supports hiring additional officers. 

 
6. Grace Witt submitted a comment card supporting services at the Goelet A.C. 

Beuf Community Center. 
 

7. Dawn Titus spoke in favor of funding for senior and community centers.  Ms. 
Titus stated she also supported employee compensation restorations.  Lastly she 
requested a daytime hearing next year. 

 
8. Keith Preston spoke in support for funding for the arts.  Mr. Preston stated he 

supported options #1 and #2. 



9. Rick Naimark spoke in favor of funding for public art maintenance.  Mr. Naimark 
stated the City needs to maintain the current levels of existing services and 
should restore services previously reduced.  Mr. Naimark also spoke in support 
of restoring employee concession and compensating employees fairly.  Mr. 
Naimark stated he supports option #1, adding the rate should be raised enough 
to cover all projects that have been approved but put on hold due to funding. 

 
10. Brian Moore spoke in support of restoring compensation to public safety 

employees. 
 

11. Dax Schulman spoke in support of restoring civilian and public safety employee 
compensation. 

 
12. James Harris spoke in support of restoring concessions for public safety 

employees. 
 

13. Chris Crawley submitted a comment card in support of restoring pay and benefits 
to police and fire employees. 

 
14. Lori Beuerlein submitted a card in support of restoring compensation to all 

employees. 
 

15. Tom Henry submitted a comment card in favor of restoring public safety 
compensation. 

 
16. Matt Bowers submitted a comment card in support of restoring concessions to 

public safety.  He stated he was against body cameras due to the cost of 
handling public records requests. 

 
17. Jeff Crockett expressed concerns with the City’s current procurement process 

and questioned why employees were required to take furlough days if the City 
was hiring new employees. 

  
18. Jim Edmondson submitted a comment card in support of option #1, the 

maintenance of critical infrastructure, filling vacant police officer positions, and 
restoring public safety concessions. 

 
19. Jason Stokes spoke in support of increasing the property tax rate and full 

restoration of concessions for all employees. 
 

20. Barbara Heller spoke in support of restoring employee concessions. 
 

21. Steve Beuerlein spoke in support of increasing the property tax rate and restoring 
employee concessions.   

 
22. Darrell Kriplean spoke in support of restoring employee concessions. 

 
23. Bobby Gomez spoke in support of restoring public safety concessions. 

 



24. Eric Cohen spoke in support of increasing the property tax rate and restoring 
employee concessions. 

 
25. Will Buividas spoke in favor of restoring employee concessions.  Mr. Buividas 

suggested the City Council find a solution to the budget during e session. 
 

26. Patricia Dean spoke in favor of restoring concessions for public safety and her 
support for option #1. 

  
City Manager Ed Zuercher thanked everyone for attending.  Councilwoman Williams 
stated Phoenix was a great City and thanked all the resident for coming and closed the 
hearing at 7:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Robustelli 
Management Assistant II 
 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

COMMUNITY BUDGET HEARINGS 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 4 and 5 – YOUTH BUDGET HEARING 

METRO TECH HIGH SCHOOL 
APRIL 19, 2016 

 
Councilwoman Laura Pastor called the meeting to order at 5:11 p.m., adding it was 
important to her to hear the youth voice.  Councilwoman Pastor introduced Councilman 
Daniel Valenzuela.  
 
Councilman Valenzuela thanked the group and said the meeting was for them – the 
youth of Phoenix.  Councilman Valenzuela stated the Youth Budget Hearing was 
Councilwoman Pastor’s idea and he was excited when she asked him to be a part of the 
hearing.  Councilman Valenzuela thanked everyone for being in attendance, especially 
the youth.  Councilman Valenzuela introduced Jeff Barton, Budget and Research 
Director and Deanna Jonovich, Deputy City Manager to the audience.   
 
Ms. Jonovich introduced the budget presentation.  Following the presentation,  
Mr. Barton explained the budget to the audience and referenced the respective pages 
for option #1 through option #5.   
 
Ms. Jonovich opened the hearing to public comments. 
 
1. Benny Butt spoke in support of fully restoring firefighters’ pay. 

 
2. Jenny Strickland spoke in support of restoring arts and cultural grants and 

option #1 or #2. She added she did not support reductions to arts programs if 
option #1 or #2 were not approved. 
 

3. Mamie Coffey spoke in favor of Camp Colley.  
 

Councilwoman Pastor introduced Councilman Michael Nowakowski to the audience. 
 
4. Standford Prescott stated the City of Phoenix is an invaluable ally for the 

school system.  Mr. Prescott spoke in support of option #1, continued 
investment in transportation around schools, and safer and easier 
transportation routes.  Mr. Prescott spoke in support of expanding the Phoenix 
After School programs.   
 
Mr. Prescott thanked Councilman Valenzuela for supporting election reform, 
especially the mail-in ballots which have significantly increased voting by 
making it easier for young people to vote.   Mr. Prescott thanked Councilman 
Valenzuela for listening to the youth and community.  
 



 
5. Jennifer Gonzalez spoke in support option #1 or #2.  Ms. Gonzales spoke in 

support of improving safety, after school programs, veterans’ programs, youth 
programs, and the library.  Ms. Gonzales spoke in support of additional library 
hours and asked for more technology if the additional hours were too 
expensive.  Additionally, Ms. Gonzalez asked for more space for study groups 
and updated study resources for high school students, such as ACT, SAT, 
and AP course study materials.  Ms. Gonzales stated all libraries, not just the 
Cesar Chavez Library, should receive these improvements.  Ms. Gonzales 
stated youth should be involved in planning the Youth Budget Hearing and 
speaking at the meeting. 
 

6. Antonina Sweeny spoke in support of option #1 or #2. 
 

7. Michelle Ruiz spoke in support of better transportation for high school 
students and stated more youth should participate in the budget meetings. 
 

8.   Tara Donahue spoke in support of Camp Colley and the workforce training 
that the camp provides. 
 

9. Tim Eigo spoke in support of option #1, adding he would actually like to see a 
hybrid choice of option #1 or #2. Mr. Eigo requested the tree and shade plan 
be fully implemented, empty tree wells along the Light Rail Corridor filled and 
82 bike corridor miles outlined in the Master Plan.  Mr. Eigo said the City 
should be funding parks at a rate of $110 per capita.  Mr. Eigo stated there is 
too much emphasis on the costs of employees’ pensions and requested 
ending the negative view of municipal employees.  Lastly, Mr. Eigo thanked 
the Councilmembers for their support of saving the W.P.A. Building at the 
State Fairgrounds.  
 

10. Grace Arroyo Salinas spoke in support of youth programs.  Ms. Salinas stated 
she supported option #2 as it gives everyone an opportunity to contribute.   
 

11. Hazel Green spoke in support of parks and recreation programs adding they 
provide outlets for young people.   
 

12. Katie Paetz spoke in favor of expanding Phoenix After School programs and 
stated the programs are 1) not just childcare, nor purely recreational – children 
get many additional lessons such as science mentorship 2) in high demand 
with wait lists of 20 -60 children; and 3) a valuable partnership that decreases 
the disconnected youth in community.   
 

13. Laura Stone thanked the Councilmembers for their support of the arts and 
spoke in support of restoring arts and cultural grants and option #1 or #2.  Ms. 
Stone stated she did not support reductions to arts programs if option #1 or #2 
were not approved. 
 



 
14. Jose Sanchez thanked Councilwoman Pastor and City Council for engaging 

youth and would like to see more youth having an active role in developing 
with the agenda.  Additionally, Mr. Sanchez supported after school programs 
and programs for youth who have dropped out of school.    
 

15. Yaritza Loya spoke in support of youth participation and stated students are 
the ones who know what is going on with students.  Ms. Loya stated the youth 
should participate in the organization of the meetings and said it would help 
them with jobs and future advancement. 
 

16. Stephanie Maldonado spoke in support of civic engagement and stated voter 
suppression and education cuts are not good for a community.   

17. Rafel Moreno spoke against voter suppression.   
 

18. Yenni Sanchez Perez spoke in support of maintaining Parks and Recreation 
Department services, increasing community health and civic engagement.  
Ms. Perez said the long voting lines made her sad and noted there is a lack of 
voting information for the Hispanic community. 
 

19. Jasmin Velazquez expressed concern with voter suppression and said she 
fears she will not have access to voting.  Ms. Velazquez stated she should not 
have to worry about her right to vote. 
 

20. Miriam Mendez noted concerns with voter suppression and its impact on the 
community.  Ms. Mendez stated she is also concerned about the impact 
reductions will have on people and the community.  
 

21 Nicole Hale spoke in support of voter access and increasing access to 
education.  Ms. Hale stated she wants to make Phoenix more healthy and 
vibrant. 
 

22 Samantha Hill asked for the City to take a position of leadership to increase 
voter access.  
 

23. Gilbert Romero thanked the City Council for their continued support of voting 
accessibility and leadership and advocacy on the voting issue.   
 

24. Debbie Cross spoke in support of option #1 and #2.  Ms. Cross stated the City 
is growing and needs more services in order to attract businesses that will 
create jobs.  Ms. Cross asked for more opportunities for children; specifically, 
for internships.  Lastly, Ms. Cross stated the last three budget options will not 
resolve the current budget situation. 
 



 
25. Dorina Bustamante spoke in support of the tree and shade plan, expanded 

bicycles lanes, and City staff going above and beyond for the community.   
Ms. Bustamante stated her support of option #1, adding it will maintain the 
Parks and Preserve program.  Lastly, Ms. Bustamante suggested having 
youth board members; for example, a youth member on the Parks Board to 
help to regulate parks programs. 
 

26. William Galus submitted a card in support of full restoration of police and fire 
concessions and an increase in the property tax rate. 

 
Following the public comments, Councilman Nowakowski thanked the audience for 
being at the meeting and their participation.   
 
Councilman Valenzuela thanked everyone for attending and participating.  Councilman 
Valenzuela said the City Council wants the budget to be reflective of the community’s 
needs and wants.  
 
Councilwoman Pastor thanked everyone for attending and participating.  Councilwoman 
Pastor encouraged the youth to be engaged.  
 
The meeting closed at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laura A. Madson Brown 
Management Assistant II 
 
 
 



 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

VOICEMAIL, ELECTRONIC, AND WRITTEN BUDGET COMMENTS  
Through April 20, 2016 

 
 

1. David Martinez sent an email in opposition to the City implementing a food tax. 
 

2. Frances Howard sent an email supporting an increase in the secondary tax rate.  
She added she did not support any option to raise revenue for debt service and 
negatively impact the City’s credit rating. 

 
3. Jeremy Stapleton sent an email in support of hiring an additional Air Quality 

Specialist to address the need to improve the quality of air. 
 

4. Barbara Cerepanya sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

5. Marcia Davis sent an email in support of increased library funding and branch 
hours. 

 
6. Melissa Morrison sent an email in support of increased library funding and branch 

hours. 
 

7. Dixie Wright sent an email in support of increased library funding and branch 
hours. 

 
8. Ramona Diaz sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

9. Vicki Burkhart sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
10. Cheryl Morgan Craig sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

11. Christie Perez sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
12. Kristen Mast sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

13. Kimberly Powers sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
14. Christine McHale sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 



15. Stacy Moultrie sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
16. Terry Goddard sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

17. Stephanie Geatches sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
18. Jeanine Rometty sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

19. Dawn Collins sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
20. Seema Lord sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

21. Amy Bellowe sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
22. Eric Moore sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

23. Lori Weiss sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
24. Elise Bostic sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

25. Janice Goldstein sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
26. Ginger Baron sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

27. Maureen Moritz sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
28. JJ Stratton sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

29. Delrose Egwu sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
30. Norma Rich sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 



31. Mary Dulin sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
32. Susan St John sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

33. Susan Janke sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
34. Christine Dilworth sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

35. Amy Henn sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
36. Deanne Baldwin sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

37. Hannah Peters sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
38. Denee McKinley sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

39. Christen Dittman sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
40. Carrie Meyers sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

41. Angela Jaramillo sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
42. Terri Kass sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

43. Lynn Wendling sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
44. Laurie Munn sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

45. Sharron McKinney sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
46. Amanda Cowen sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 



47. Liza Richards sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
48. Jeri Peter sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

49. Susan Watson sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
50. Diana Flanery sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

51. Jeanne Ray sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
52. Brandy Arnold sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

53. Delores Brasher sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
54. Jenny Lovett sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

55. Pauline Preiss sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
56. Mary Curry sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

57. Katie Carter sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
58. Tamara Fadeley sent an email supporting increased library funding and 

requesting all branches be open every day. 
 

59. Sheryl Beskind sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
60. Kristy Pownall sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

61. Sandra Matadamas sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
62. Leslie Wickens sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 



63. Nan Egbert sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
64. Tina Vendegna sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

65. Heather Destree sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
66. Julie Large sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 

branches be open every day. 
 

67. Shari Vogel sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
68. Felicia Favela sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

69. Kristi Mineer sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 

 
70. Breanna Carroll sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

71. Francine Campagna sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
72. Angela Lechter sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

73. Debby McArdle sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
74. Stacy Huguez sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

75. Denise Anderson sent an email supporting increased library funding and 
requesting all branches be open every day. 

 
76. Rafael Navarro sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 

all branches be open every day. 
 

77. Arrian Wissel sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 
 

78. Ana Rosas sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 
 



79. Caitlin Miller sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting all 
branches be open every day. 
 

80. Virgina Ginter sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 
 

81. Rachel Davis sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 
 

82. Grace Hursey sent an email supporting increased library funding and requesting 
all branches be open every day. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Julie Flaskerud 
Management Assistant 
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